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If you are ever handed the chance to see Mo Willems speak in person, run (do not walk) to the

event. Not only does Mr. Willems win the Sexiest-Children's-Book-Illustrator-of-the-Year-Award time

and time again (not a huge feat in a field dominated by the likes of deceased fellows like William

Steig) but he's a hoot to boot. When I had the chance to see Mr. Willems speak at Book Fest in New

York City, the topic of conversation during the question and answer session turned invariably to his

most popular creation of them all: The pigeon. The pigeon is our Id. He's that voice that screams

loudly in your head whenever someone denies you something you want, no matter how

unreasonable it might be. Mr. Willems mentioned at one point that he's been receiving potential

pigeon titles for his books over the years. My personal favorite? Don't Let the Pigeon Audit Your

Neighbor. That book has yet to come out (can't you just see him screaming out, "LET ME SEE

YOUR W-2 FORMS!!!, in a feathery rage?) but something just as good has. "Don't Let the Pigeon

Stay Up Late!" is already bound to join the ranks of such other bedtime classics as "10 Minutes to

Bedtime", by Peggy Rathmann and Lauren Child's, "I Am Not Sleepy and I Will Not Go To Bed" in

the pantheon of sleepy-time literature.Okay, you know the drill. Here's Mr. Bus Driver from "Don't



Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus", who apparently lives with this difficult bird. Wearing classic nightcap

and carrying a candle (candles and nightcaps never go out of style) he urges the reader not to let

the pigeon stay up late while he goes to brush his teeth. But the pigeon knows what to expect and

he comes out swinging with a, "First of all, I'm not even tired!". When that doesn't work he has a

whole list of carefully prepared excuses for not going to bed.
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